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ClassACTions July Bulletin

A message from ClassACT HR73: 

As the summer of this tumultuous year continues, we hope you and your
family are healthy, safe and engaged in positive and productive conversation
and action. Here’s some brief updates on ClassACT activities and plans.

CLASSACT HR73 BIDS FAREWELL TO NADIA REHMAN,

 2020 BENAZIR BHUTTO LEADERSHIP PROGRAM FELLOW

AN EMERGING LEADER



2020 BBLP Fellow Nadia Rehman

Despite a year in Cambridge that was impacted by COVID-19 shutdowns and
isolation, ClassACT’s 2019-2020 Benazir Bhutto Leadership Program Fellow,
Nadia Rehman, left her mark. She is returning to Pakistan this month, but
her influence on a wide variety of students and programs will be felt for years
to come. In addition to her studies at the Kennedy School of Government
where she pursued a Masters in Public Administration through the Mason
Program, Nadia became involved in several University organizations. She co-
chaired the South Asia Engagement Group at HKS and, through a university-
wide election, became the President of the Harvard Pakistan Students Group.
Focusing on COVID-19 response and relief in underprivileged communities in
Pakistan, Nadia led such efforts as organizing a poetry recital to raise funds,
to forming a US Pakistan Students Coalition to coordinate relief efforts across
US universities, to promoting a dialogue on COVID-19 response in South
Asia. Nadia wants to “focus on cooperation, not conflict.” In that spirit, she
brought together, for the first time at HKS, the India and Pakistan Caucuses
to celebrate the opening of the Kartharpur corridor by Pakistan to pilgrims
from India without requiring a visa. Keep the name, “Nadia Rehman” in your
mind.  There’s no doubt we will continue to hear about the activities of this
emerging leader.

IN THE AGE OF COVID-19 ZOOM FORUMS

ClassACT presented two Zoom forums in June.  Game Changer: Sports in
the Pandemic Era featured classmates Dick Friedman, Tom Volpe,
and Rick Wolff, along with Harvard's Women’s basketball coach Kathy
Delaney-Smith in a discussion of the numerous impacts of COVID-19 on all
aspects of sports. From youth sports to college athletic teams to professional
players, the ramifications of empty stadiums, lost seasons and dreams
deferred will last for years to come.  



Whose Independence Day Is It?: Social Justice and Racism in
America featured a discussion of the recent events, actions and outcomes
surrounding the world’s reaction to the murder of George Floyd. Moderated
by journalist and classmate Sylvester Monroe, the panel included
Congresswoman and Chairperson of the Congressional Black Caucus Karen
Bass, journalist Soledad O’Brien '88, and classmate, former Superior Court
Judge and Founder/CEO of JusticeAid, Steve Milliken. Current legislation,
aspects of Black history, systemic racism, and ways to take action were topics
of this important discussion.  

Videos from the forums along with topical resources are posted on the
ClassACT The Age of COVID-19 page on our website. We encourage you to
view the forums and explore the numerous resources provided. Each hour
long forum provides you with the opportunity to explore the topic in
depth. ClassACT's Zoom Forums are open to the public. Feel free to pass the
information along to family, friends or anyone else who may be interested.

Join us for ClassACT’s next zoom forum on July 30 at 7pm, entitled
Health Disparities: Lessons from COVID-19.

Moderated by classmate Dr. Vivian Lewis, the panel will also include
former NYC Health Commissioner Dr. Mary Bassett, ’74 and classmates Dr.
Prentiss Taylor and Al Franken. More information and an opportunity to
register for this forum will arrive in your inbox shortly.



CONGRATULATIONS TO LEIGH HAFREY,

CLASSACT BOARD MEMBER

Leigh Hafrey at ClassACT HR73's Winter Board Retreat

ClassACT Board member Leigh Hafrey, in collaboration with three MIT
colleagues, received the Aspen Institute’s Business and Society program
“Ideas Worth Teaching” award in 2019 for their course "Bridging the
American Divides: Work, Community and Culture.” Informally known as
“USA Lab,” the course is part of the MIT Sloan School of Management’s
Action Learning program. The lab combines rich and varied readings on
American politics, economics, history, and culture with field projects
sponsored by non-profit and local governmental organizations around the
country. Focusing on the goal of resilient communities through good jobs, in
2020 students took on a half-dozen projects, exploring best practices for ex-
inmate re-entry programs in Leon County, Florida, support for child care
businesses in rural Maine, and connections among immigrant workers and
employers in and around Dubuque, Iowa. This year’s iteration of the course
proved uniquely challenging due to the COVID-19 virus. Having scattered at
mid-semester to lodgings around the country, students collaborated remotely
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mid-semester to lodgings around the country, students collaborated remotely
with their host organizations, their interview subjects, and one another. They
combined the essential leadership qualities of listening and empathy with
their skills in research and analysis to meet course objectives: insight into
challenges facing communities across America and, in early May, detailed
reviews for their hosts of managerial approaches to solving them. Leigh
reports that USA Lab 2021 is in its planning stages. 

Read about Bridging the American Divides here

VOTER & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT UPDATES LEADING UP TO THE

2020 ELECTION

ClassACT encourages all classmates to get involved with local voter
registration and get out the vote drives and support worthy organizations
working to guarantee free and safe elections for all. Listed below are
volunteer opportunities with Election Protection of the Lawyer’s Committee
for Civil Rights Under Law, the 2020 Beneficiary of JusticeAid. The League of
Women Voters also has many volunteer opportunities. 

ELECTION PROTECTION

Sign up to be a poll monitor on Election Day.  

Current practicing lawyers, retired lawyers and law students: Sign up to
answer hotline on policy and voting rights issues.

Contact Ryan O’Connell, who leads this initiative for ClassACT, for
more information.

VOTER & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT LONG-TERM INITIATIVE

In a committee meeting including ’73 classmates and representatives from
other Harvard/Radcliffe classes, the V&CE long-term initiative decided to
focus on the issue of gerrymandering. Contact this initiative's leader Bahman



focus on the issue of gerrymandering. Contact this initiative's leader Bahman
Mossavar-Rahmani  if you’re interested in joining the discussion. 

JUSTICEAID

Next up: August 14th  is the deadline for submissions to the Democracy
2020 Youth Film Challenge, in partnership with civiclifeproject.org.

The film challenge is an opportunity for young filmmakers and social
media influencers 15-25 to get involved, help fight for justice, voter rights and
issues important to them in this 2020 election year AND potentially win lots
of money and prizes. Please forward information to schools, educators and
organizations with which you may be involved. Our hope is youth will use this
opportunity to also have a voice on racism and social justice issues. More
information here. 

Winning entries for the JusticeAid Prize will be shown in the JusticeAid Film
Forum, a live on-line, interactive event that will include discussion with the
filmmakers. Civic Life Project winners will be celebrated September 10th. 

If you missed it: The JusticeAid and Riverside Church Public Forum on
Voting & Voter Suppression, with Stacey Abrams, Rep. Hakeem Jeffries and
others.

Lift Every Voice and Vote Forum



CLASSACT HR73 ACHIEVES CHANGE TOGETHER WITH OTHER
HARVARD CLASSES

The ClassACT HR73 Board believes that our greatest legacy will be to extend
ClassACT’s model to other Harvard classes (and even to other universities).
We are pleased to support the expansion of ClassACT to other classes. In
June, representatives from eight other Harvard classes and the Harvard
Alumni Association met to discuss how the ClassACT concept could help
engage classmates to work together to promote positive change in the world.
At least three classes are already in the process of establishing their own
ClassACT organizations. We anticipate that other classes will join the multi-
class discussions and mutually support each other’s efforts. In addition, to the
work within classes, there will be opportunities for interclass projects, such as
ClassACT HR73’s Voter and Civic Engagement Committee.

GET INVOLVED!

Want to increase your exercise, lower your risk of death, or have a better
sense of well being? Then get involved with ClassACT HR73! Harvard
researcher Eric Kim has established that adults over 50 who regularly
volunteer are happier!

Click here for the article



There are many ways for you to contribute your knowledge and experience,
get to know others in our class and become involved in Achieving Change
Together. Remember when we were in Cambridge together and we wanted to
change the world? Recapture that feeling and join us! Click here to learn
how. 

Interested in helping ClassACT? 

ClassACT is built on classmate participation and we are interested in having
every classmate as a member of our ClassACT community. If you are

interested in learning more about ClassACT and how you can be involved,
please visit our website or send us an email.

While encouraging the sharing of time and willingness to work together,
ClassACT also welcomes financial support.  To support our work in this way

you can donate below.

Donate Here

Please add ClassACTHR73@gmail.com to your contacts so future messages don't
end up in spam or some other odd spot in your inbox.
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