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November ClassACTions Bulletin
We hope your family and friends are safe and healthy. As our country begins
to come to grips with the results of the election, change is inevitable. It is our
hope that the people of the United States can achieve change together in a
way that is characterized by listening, open-mindedness, respect,
communication and, above all, less rancor.

CLASSACT'S COATS FOR KIDS APPEAL
ClassACT’s Bridge Program, The Ole& Nu Style Fellas Social Aide & Pleasure
Organization, sponsored by ClassACT board member Rick Weil '73 and
founded by Treme activist Sue Press, needs our help with donations of coats
for children in the Treme section of New Orleans. To donate a coat go to the
Amazon wish list link below!
Click here to donate

Sue Press and kids at the Annual Second Line Parade in New Orleans
We did this a few years ago and classmates donated more than 50
coats. It was a fantastic help, so let’s do it again.
To learn more about this organization and other Bridge Programs, visit
ClassACT’s website.

CLASSACT FORUMS CONTINUE
Our forums engage a wide range of speakers and attract listeners from across
the country. Our upcoming forum in January is focused on the impact of
COVID on the arts. Panelists and a link to our Facebook event are listed
below. Anyone is welcome to attend. Please pass the information along to
family, friends and colleagues. In addition, recordings of all our previous
forums along with associated resources are available on our #ClassACTForum
webpage. Finally, if you have an idea for a forum topic, please contact us at
classacthr73@gmail.com!

COVID AND THE ARTS
January 11, 2021
7:00 - 8:15pm ET

Moderator Marion Dry '73, Co-Chair of ClassACT, opera singer and former
Director of the Wellesley College Music Performance Program; Jerome
Harris '73, jazz bassist and recording artist; Peter Kazaras '73, leading
opera director and Director of Opera UCLA and the Inaugural Susan G. and
Michel D. Covel MD Chair at the UCLA Herb Alpert School of Music; Emily
Mann '74, former artistic director and resident playwright of the McCarter
Theatre Center, Princeton University; and Charlene Jones Marchant '73,
faculty member at Music Academy of North Carolina and member of the
board of the Greensboro Opera, will explore the impact of the pandemic on
performing artists and arts organizations and what the future may bring.
Registration information will be available soon. In the meantime, feel
free to check out and share our Facebook event below!

VOLUNTEER WITH OPEN PROGRESS
HELP WITH GEORGIA'S RUNOFF SENATE ELECTION

Back in September ClassACT HR73, as a part of its Voter & Civic Engagement
Initiative, enlisted a team from Open Progress/Vote.org (a non-partisan effort
devoted to getting out the vote) to train us, the "ClassACT Text Troop," to
utilize “text banking” to reach out to people of color and to young voters in
general, to provide them with the information they need to register, vote by
mail, or vote in person. See videos and resources from that partnership here.
After the largest turnout in the 2020 general election, Open Progress’
Turnout Troop is continuing to reach Millennials and Gen Zers in Georgia for
the January 5 runoff election with Vote.org, the largest 501(c)(3) nonprofit,
nonpartisan voting organization in America. We need your help to make sure
every voter is heard and counted!
More numbers are slated to be added this Saturday, November 21st. Please
contact texting@openprogress.com with any questions.
Click here to start texting with ClassACT
Click here for the intro to texting guide

REPORT FROM CLASSACT'S
JUSTICE & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE
From Bahman Mossavar-Rahmani'73 & Therese Steiner '73, CoChairs
A shout-out to all classmates who led, participated in and supported
ClassACT’s 2020 Voter & Civic Engagement Initiative. This
hardworking group focused on a multi-pronged approach including projects
and support of JusticeAid and JusticeAid’s 2020 beneficiary, Election
Protection, as well as a long-term project dedicated to creating a state-bystate primer on gerrymandering.

Under the umbrella of a new name—The Justice & Civic Engagement
Initiative—and with the election (almost) completed, the Steering Committee
has identified the following areas of focus for 2021:
Gerrymandering: Our committee will complete a primer detailing
what kind of gerrymandering goes on in each state, a compilation of
local resources to help curb it state by state, and develop and implement
an Action Plan for classmates who would like to address
gerrymandering issues in their state.
Subcommittee leaders are Sallie Gouverneur '73, Jim
Harbison '73, Andrea Kirsh '73, and Ryan O’Connell '73,
with additional help from Sara Greenberg '73 and
Elena Cohen '79.
Electoral College: An initial series of discussions and brainstorming
about the electoral college system and its impact on the future of our
democracy.
The subcommittee leader is Daniel Hoffheimer '73.
Civic Education: We will approach other Harvard Classes interested
in Civic Education to create a multi-class project addressing the lack of
civic education in American middle and high schools.
We will support and create programs to promote awareness
for JusticeAid’s 2021 beneficiary the Police Accountability and

for JusticeAid’s 2021 beneficiary the Police Accountability and
Community Empowerment initiative of the Neighborhood Defenders
Service.
Therese Steiner '73 and Steve Milliken '73 are the liaisons.
To learn more, or if you’d like to get involved, contact Bahman MossavarRahmani at bahmanmr@aol.com or Therese Steiner at
tsteiner@theresesteiner.com, and check out our updated website page here!

UPDATES FROM

Every year JusticeAid, founded by classmate Steve Milliken, identifies a
pressing civil rights issue to spotlight, and carefully selects a nonprofit
addressing that issue as its grantee partner. Given the structural impediments
in our legal system that continue to oppress Black and Brown communities, in
2021 JusticeAid is returning to its criminal justice roots with Neighborhood
Defender Service's Police Accountability and Community Empowerment
Program (PACE) as its grantee partner. Throughout 2021 JusticeAid's focus
will be to raise funds to support the expansion of a holistic legal defense
approach currently operating successfully in Harlem, NY and Detroit, MI,
with plans to expand to Los Angeles, CA, Dallas/ Fort Worth, Texas, and
Jackson, Mississippi.
JusticeAid is in conversation with the Riverside Church of New York for a
spring public forum that will help us understand the challenges Black and
Brown communities face due to over-policing, the school to prison pipeline,
the racial wealth gap, and underinvestment—and that will also shine a light
on solutions underway, thanks to JusticeAid's grantee partner. We can't know
all the challenges to live music events in 2021, but JusticeAid hopes to
welcome you to a live concert in October 2021 in Washington, DC with the
legendary musical artist Mavis Staples. Stay tuned!

UPDATE ON 2020 BBLP FELLOW NADIA REHMAN

Nadia Rehman, ClassACT’s 2020 Benazir Bhutto Leadership Program
Fellow, continues to be influential in her native Pakistan. She has recently
been appointed to a new government position as Innovation and Tech
Advisor in Pakistan’s Ministry of Health. She is advising the National
Command Operation Center, a joint civil-military task force, on COVID
response. She leads a diverse team of epidemiologists, researchers and
programmers to devise platforms and suggest response protocols based on
the experiences of other developing economies.

Interested in helping ClassACT?
ClassACT is built on classmate participation and we are interested in having
every classmate as a member of our ClassACT community. If you are
interested in learning more about ClassACT and how you can be involved,
please visit our website or send us an email at classacthr73@gmail.com.
While encouraging the sharing of time and willingness to work together,
ClassACT also welcomes financial support. To support our work in this way
you can donate below.

Donate Here
Please add ClassACTHR73@gmail.com to your contacts so future messages don't
end up in spam or some other odd spot in your inbox.
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