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December 2021 ClassACTions Newsletter
In the words of John Lennon:
“So this is Christmas. And what have you done.”
If you have worked on any ClassACT endeavor during this challenging year,
here’s what you have done: in a dark time, you have helped to shed light, and
to change the world. Now is the season for friends and family, to take stock,
and to look ahead. We at ClassACT offer our most heartfelt appreciation and
good wishes for a wonderful holiday season. For those who have yet to join us
but aspire to, please send a note to Marion Dry. See you in ‘22!

CAN 21ST CENTURY CAPITALISM HELP REVERSE SCHOOL
FAILURE, CLIMATE CHANGE, AND INCOME INEQUALITY?
Thursday, December 16, 2021
7:00pm - 8:30pm ET
Register here
Click the video below, then click the play arrow to view the teaser created by
Rick Brotman ‘73!

As business increasingly funds solutions to educational shortfalls, climate
change, and income inequality in today’s divided America, the boundaries
among public-, private-, and civil-sector engagement are blurring. Can
stakeholder capitalism take us beyond shareholder primacy to inclusive and
informed social and material well-being? Come hear Leigh Hafrey,
ClassACT HR73 board member and Senior Lecturer at the MIT Sloan School
of Management, moderate a panel of experts including Roger Ferguson
‘73, Immediate Past President & CEO of the Teachers Insurance and Annuity
Association, and former Vice Chair of the Federal Reserve; Natasha Lamb,
Managing Partner and Co-Founder of Arjuna Capital; and Tracy
Palandjian, CEO and Co-Founder of Social Finance. Our panelists will speak
to the promise of and risks inherent in an evolving capitalism, and the
governmental and citizen-based responsibility that a functional democracy
requires.

2021 IN CLASSACT HR73: THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT WAS

In 2021—a year in which so many of us unaccountably turned 70—ClassACT
officially became a movement. At least, that is how Philip Lovejoy, Executive
Director of the Harvard Alumni Association, refers to us. Philip has noted not
only the myriad initiatives of ClassACT HR73 but also the way other classes
have founded their own ClassACTs, with yet more in the process of organizing
themselves. We have reached out to folks at (gasp!) Yale, with the hope that
they can establish ClassACT in New Haven. Other outposts may be on the
horizon. Where this will end will greatly depend on active involvement by our
classmates and we welcome your participation.
Even while we contemplate expansion, we are proud of what we have
accomplished. We understand that to improve our world, we first need to
understand the issues, what is at stake, and how we can help. Accordingly, by
year’s end we will have had six Zoom Forums in 2021, all examining
inequality within systems: the criminal justice system, democracy, healthcare,
the arts, water systems, and (on December 16) capitalism. These are not onetime deals. We post recordings and articles, videos, and books collected from
the panelists on their topic onto our website, and all are available to the
public without cost. They are a remarkable resource.
We are thrilled with the caliber of our Benazir Bhutto Leadership Program
Fellows. The 2021-22 BBLP Fellow is Zeina Majdalani, a water engineer from
Lebanon. Our previous Fellows--Natasha Jehangir Khan and Nadia Rehman
—are in Islamabad, Pakistan, working to improve their country, and they
have been helping some Afghan refugees there who were introduced to them
through ClassACT. They are making an immediate difference.
Meantime, our 13 Bridges span the globe—from the Greater Boston area to
New Orleans to Haiti to Ghana and elsewhere. They have connected
classmates with skills to classmate-sponsored organizations, this year
providing legal advice, grant writing (see below), fundraising and our annual
coat drive for kids in NOLA. Through our newsletters and bulletins, we have
spotlighted the good work of our classmates everywhere.
We enjoy putting our talents together to do good in the world. But there is so
much more to do! Yes, we need financial support, but above all we need your
help doing the work. Help us spread the movement!

HARVARD SEEKS CAMBRIDGE HOUSING FOR AFGHAN
SCHOLARS AT RISK

Photo from Harvard Scholars at Risk Program
Harvard has, through its Scholars at Risk (SAR) Program, invited a large
number of Afghan scholars, artists, writers, cultural heritage workers, human
rights activists, medical professionals, and others to come to Harvard as
Fellows. Founded in 2001 as an independent member of the International
SAR Network, the SAR Program at Harvard has helped scholars, artists,
writers, and public intellectuals from around the world escape persecution
and continue their work by providing academic fellowships lasting up to a
year. SAR Fellowships are paid positions and support includes funding that
covers health insurance and travel for Fellows and their dependents. Fellows
are selected by a faculty committee and are hosted by academic departments,
centers, and institutes throughout Harvard. Though the process of evacuation
is slow and unpredictable, Fellows have begun to arrive, and the SAR
Program seeks housing available from within the Harvard community.
If you have unused properties or units, preferably in or near
Cambridge, that you would be interested in renting or providing to
SAR Fellows and their families, please contact Scholars at Risk
Program director Jane Unrue at unrue@fas.harvard.edu.

EXAMINING U.S. HISTORY THROUGH ART
Back in January, ClassACT produced the Zoom Forum, “When the Stage Goes
Dark: Performing Arts in Covid Time.” The arts not only give us joy, but also
help us understand the world we live in. The work explored here is by Linda
Bond, an artist whose work explores some of the hard stuff in American
history. Linda is married to our classmate Rick Brotman, an artist and a
central member of the ClassACT team, and, as you will see, Rick collaborated
with Linda on some of this work. Our classmate Andrea Kirsh, art critic and
historian, explores Linda’s work in the commentary below and in her review
of Linda's current exhibition at Drexel University. Rick has created a beautiful
accompanying video of that exhibition - please take a look below.

Andrea Kirsh writes:
I knew Rick Brotman from our mutual work for ClassACT HR73, but we only
met at the 2019 symposium at Harvard’s Weatherhead Center for
International Affairs that ClassACT HR73 organized in connection with its
Benazir Bhutto Leadership Program. Rick, a professional videographer, was
covering the event. There I also met Rick’s wife, Linda Bond, and discovered
she was an artist whose work addressed U.S. activities and policies in the
Middle East and a variety of social justice themes. She has worked on several
projects involving video and the web in collaboration with Rick,, one with

projects involving video and the web in collaboration with Rick, one with
women in Afghanistan...
Read the full article here

ANOTHER CLASSACT FIRST: A SUCCESSFUL GRANT PROPOSAL

Photo from therootsofmusic.org
Our classmate Linda Sowell has taken her talents to the Big Easy. Linda has
helped our New Orleans-based Bridge, The Roots of Music, by writing a grant
proposal to help fund its Marching Crusaders Band through the New Orleans
Jazz and Heritage Foundation’s after-school grants program. This is the first
grant proposal written for one of our Bridges by ClassACT HR73.
The Jazz and Heritage Foundation is the philanthropic arm of the New
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, long-time Roots community partner and
performance venue. Keeping a solid and highly professional relationship with
this foundation is crucial to Roots of Music and its youths’ success. As
Suzanne Raether, Roots’ Executive Director, says, “Linda’s work on a grant
proposal to the foundation was high-quality and she took a lot of time to get
to know our organization and needs during her writing process. She is a
skilled writer and fundraiser and we were happy with her work. The proposal
was a success!”
“This has long been in the making,” said ClassACT HR73 co-founder and cochair Marion Dry. “I had talked to Linda about providing grant writing
services to one of our Bridges several years ago. This was the first real
opportunity and she is the first classmate to write a grant for one of our

opportunity and she is the first classmate to write a grant for one of our
Bridges. It is very exciting and we are most grateful!”
The Roots of Music was founded in 2008. Its intent was to empower, nurture
and heal the youth of New Orleans by providing high-quality music
education, academic support and mentorship and connect them at a young
age to their unique musical and cultural heritage. The Marching Crusaders
Band targets nine- to 14-year-olds. Free transportation, musical instruments
and food are provided to remove barriers to participation. Marching
Crusaders also offers social service support, music education, academic
tutoring and nutritious hot meals. Approximately $5,000 is invested per
participant annually.
Says Marion, “We have had a regional event in NOLA that celebrated Roots as
well as JusticeAid, classmates have donated instruments, and now with
Linda's work, our relationship is revived.”

THE NEWS ON GERRYMANDERING IS GRIM

The redistricting process is in full swing, and unfortunately, some politicians
in both major parties are grossly abusing their power to redraw election
district maps. As we highlighted in our primer on gerrymandering,
Gerrymandering: Our Democracy At Risk, these trends are growing more
extreme. That is partly because the United States Supreme Court has either
eliminated or gravely weakened provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965
that previously helped to prevent egregiously gerrymandered maps in many
states.
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Now, more than ever, it is critical that the Senate pass The Freedom to Vote
Act and the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act. These measures
would provide Federal standards to protect key voting rights, in
Congressional races, from attacks by state officials and lawmakers. We urge
you to contact your Senators and ask them to support these two crucial
proposals.
Independent Commissions Work…
Certain politicians from both major parties are trying to stack the deck in
their favor in several states where their party dominates the legislature. In
some instances, they are ignoring, or undermining, advisory commissions
that were recently created in efforts to reform the map-drawing process.
These developments have reinforced our view that independent commissions
are the best way to ensure that maps are drawn fairly.
Truly independent commissions can succeed because, unlike advisory
commissions, they have the power to draw and implement electoral maps—
not just recommend them. Even in the best models, such as California’s,
politicians don’t appoint the commissioners, who are subject to strong
conflict-of-interest rules. Furthermore, the commissioners are evenly divided
among Republicans, Democrats and independents. This structure forces
Democrats and Republicans to compromise on the maps, so they can get the
independent commissioners to approve them.
With such safeguards in place, no single party can dictate the maps. Still, we
should monitor independent commissions’ deliberations to make sure they
produce non-partisan outcomes...
Ryan O’Connell ‘73
Jim Harbison ‘73
Read the full article here

OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY APPEAL
Click below to see our year in review, created by Rick Brotman ‘73!

This is a time to remember those in need, whom ClassACT HR73 aims to
serve. There’s also much more we want to do in 2022, including launching
initiatives in healthcare and climate change. But we cannot accomplish these
and other goals without your involvement: sweat, toil, fun (even) and, yes,
cash.
PLEASE HELP US BY DONATING BELOW:
Donate Here
Or you can send a check to:
ClassACT HR73 c/o George Putnam, Treasurer
13 Elm Street, Suite 2
Manchester, MA 01944
If you’d like to donate securities, please contact George
gputnam@turnarounds.com.
Because ClassACT HR73 is an IRS-approved 501 (c) (3) organization, your
contribution is tax-deductible to the full extent provided by law.
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