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October 2022 ClassACTions Bulletin

October is filled with anticipation and preparation for the change in seasons
and approaching winter. There are glorious, color-filled, blue-sky days, but
also damp, cold, dark ones. As we all react with horror to the disastrous
hurricanes in Florida and Puerto Rico, we are also planning for a number of
ClassACT HR73 fall and winter activities including promoting the vote in the
nation’s crucial November election, welcoming our new Benazir Bhutto
Leadership Program fellow, producing more noteworthy Zoom forums and
helping to plan for the 50th reunion in May 2023.

VOTE, VOTE, VOTE

The midterm elections are only a few short weeks away. Over the past several
ClassACT HR73 bulletins and newsletters there has been a focus on voting
rights, actions to take, and the activities of the Justice & Civic Engagement
committee. Our recent forum highlighted voter suppression activities taking
place throughout our country. Below are links to a list of many volunteer
opportunities focused on ensuring that everyone eligible does vote. One
organization promoted by Classmate Marilyn Go, “Big Tent,” currently has
active campaigns for letter writing, texting, calling and voter hotlines, as well
as providing training sessions.

Please choose one organization and participate in at least one activity. One
letter or postcard, one phone call, one poll watcher or one on-call attorney
creates a ripple effect. It’s not too late.
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creates a ripple effect. It’s not too late.

List of updated volunteer opportunities

HATS OFF TO MARION DRY!

ClassACT HR73 is delighted to share the exciting news that our own
Marion Dry ‘73 will receive a Harvard Alumni Association Award later this
month. She will be recognized not only as co-founder and chair of ClassACT
HR73, but also for her HAA-related work as our 30th reunion chair,
representing our class for many years on HAA class membership committees
and concurrently serving on the HR73 Harvard College Fund Committee. In
addition, she is serving a three-year term as College Director on the HAA
Board of Directors.

Not only does Marion deserve this award for her tireless and thoughtful
efforts and accomplishments for Harvard/Radcliffe over the years since
graduation, but also, through Marion’s recognition, ClassACT HR73’s
visibility will be further enhanced, our efforts promoted, and
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visibility will be further enhanced, our efforts promoted, and
accomplishments acknowledged.

Marion, with great pride and gratitude, we salute you!

Click here to read more!

HALF-EARTH: CONSERVING BIODIVERSITY FROM THE DEEP
SEA TO MT. EVEREST

Thursday, October 20th @7pm EDT

Click here to register

In his 2016 book Half-Earth: Our Planet's Fight for Life, Harvard biologist
Edward O. Wilson (1929-2021) proposed that half of Earth’s surface, both
terrestrial and marine, be designated as a natural reserve to safeguard the
remaining biodiversity of the planet, including ourselves. Today about one-
sixth of land and one-twelfth of marine areas receive (on paper) protection of
the kind Wilson envisioned. Tough economic, social, political, and
psychological forces work to impede any further expansion of protection.

During the coming year panel discussions among HR73 classmates who have
worked towards environmental conservation and in related fields, along with
current Harvard faculty, will explore the background, merits, and feasibility
of “Half-Earth.” These conversations will lead, we hope, to collective action
and to exciting activities at our 50th Reunion.

ClassACT HR73 invites everyone to register below for the initial Zoom Forum,
which aims to scope the challenges we face in the protection of Nature. We
are proud to announce that this Forum will feature five classmates:
moderators Jesse Ausubel (oceans) and John Kress (tropical forests),
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moderators Jesse Ausubel (oceans) and John Kress (tropical forests),
plus Brot Coburn (mountains), Sharon Tisher (climate change policy),
and Deane Wang (temperate ecosystems). We hope you can participate.

CLASSACT HR73 BRIDGES UPDATES

Music Prepares Children for Life

Click above to view COS's 50th anniversary video 

Thousands of children across the New York City area have mastered
instruments while growing in kindness and an appreciation of the power of
music thanks to the Children’s

Orchestra Society, a ClassACT HR73 Bridge. In 1984 Executive Director Dr.
Yeou-Cheng Ma ’73, along with her husband, Michael Dadap, restarted the
orchestra that her father, Dr. Hiao-Tsiun Ma, founded 22 years before. In the
succeeding decades Dr. Ma, a developmental pediatrician as well as an
accomplished violinist, has centered the orchestra’s work on the intellectual
and social growth of the children who come each week for lessons and
rehearsals. The orchestra has played at legendary venues like Carnegie Hall
and has performed to audiences in Scotland and China. Setbacks such as the
COVID-19 pandemic and Hurricane Ida have not deterred Dr. Ma and the
COS faculty from preparing their young performers not only for a life filled
with music but also with the discipline and the compassion to make the world
a better place.

Please click above to view a short video about classmate Dr. Yeou-Cheng Ma
and the Children’s Orchestra Society.
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and the Children’s Orchestra Society.

Click below to read more about the orchestra as well as about Dr. Ma’s
extraordinary career as a pediatrician and a music educator. Find out how
you can help to support this cultural treasure with your donations and
expertise.

Click here to read full article about COS

Sports, Statistics and Students

Classmate Bobby Clayton, CEO and Co- Founder of the Sports Analytics
Club Program, Inc., a ClassACT HR73 Bridge, reports that Curie High School
in Chicago will be hosting a SACP Club in the 2022-23 school year. Curie
High has a predominantly African-American student body and is the first
Chicago Public School to join SACP. DePaul University has agreed to serve as
the University Partner and Professor Philip Yates is the Advisor.

Bobby, along with Professor Ben Shields at MIT Sloan, created SACP to
eliminate the under-representation of young women and African-American
and Latinx youth in advanced STEM degrees and in careers as data scientists.
SACP has evolved to build 34 clubs hosted at high schools in 14 states and
Washington, D.C. , supported by 36 university partners and data scientists
from the NBA, NFL and MLB.

In addition, Bobby was featured on a recent podcast “What I Want to Know”
with Kevin Chavous. Listen to the podcast as Bobby describes the program, its
growth throughout the nation and its importance to the development of
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growth throughout the nation and its importance to the development of
STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) education especially for
students of color in disadvantaged schools.

ClassACT HR73 is proud to have contributed a great deal to the initial
development of SACP by bringing together more than 30 classmates to
facilitate business planning, financial strategies and the creation of SACP’s
corporate structure. ClassACT HR73 Board member Bahman Mossavar-
Rahmani and classmates Rick Melvoin and George Haywood served on
the initial SACP Board.

Simple Acts, Profound Impacts

Classmate David Weeks and the Osiligi Hope Foundation have been
featured in previous ClassACTions bulletins. David is involved in planning
and building a medical facility for the Maasai people in Kenya. The challenge
is not only to create a layout for each department, but also how to stock each
with the proper equipment. Because he was not an expert in this area, David
reached out to ClassACT HR73. He was looking for information about basic
equipment for a dentist’s and an eye doctor’s office. ClassACT HR73 Board
member and Communications Committee Chair Stan Mark connected
David with two of our classmates. Tom Backenstose '73, a dentist in the
Philadelphia/New Jersey area, was able to provide David with the necessary
dental tools to equip the dental part of the new facility. Richard Roebuck
'73, an ophthalmologist in Cincinnati, first asked whether the equipment was
for an operating room or an exam room, since the implements would be
totally different. This is an example of the many ways classmates can have a
huge impact without a huge commitment of time.

The Osiligi Hope Foundation is also in need of the following skills
and assistance. Please contact ClassACT HR73 if you can help.

Videography to depict the rich heritage of the Maasai people
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Videography to depict the rich heritage of the Maasai people
Interior design for dentist office, pharmacy, hospital ward and
community center
Medical, pharmaceutical, architectural, structural engineering and
archival consultation
Grants and other resources to support the construction of a hospital
ward and a cultural center

50TH REUNION UPDATES

Click above to view samples of videos we have so far, created by
Rick Brotman '73

“If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in a great way.”
― Martin Luther King Jr.

In anticipation of our reunion, ClassACT HR73 continues to look for
members of the class who have contributed in ways large and small to make
the world a better place. We’ve received numerous requests to be involved in
this video project. Please fill out the self-nomination form on our webpage
and someone will contact you. If you have questions about the project contact
Stan Mark ‘73 at stanleymark@comcast.net.

Click here to access our 50th reunion webpage
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Message from the HAA:
Save the Date

Please mark your calendars for our other 50th pre-reunion dinners and
activities. All classmates and partners are welcome. More information and
RSVPs will be available as the dates approach:

New York City: Wednesday, November 2, 2022

Boston: Friday, November 11, 2022

San Francisco: February 2023 (date TBD)

Charleston, SC: Saturday, April 22, 2023

Washington, D.C.: Tuesday, April 25, 2023

For up-to-date information, visit our class website: 1973.classes.harvard.edu.

FINALLY….  DON’T FORGET…. THE GAME….November 19th at Harvard
Stadium.

UPDATE ON CLASSACT HR73'S BBLP FELLOWS:

LAILA KHONDKAR AND ZEINA MAJDALANI

Click to watch Laila's interview, created by Rick Brotman '73!

This semester our 2022-2023 BBLP fellow, Laila Khondkar, reports that she
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This semester our 2022-2023 BBLP fellow, Laila Khondkar, reports that she
is enrolled in five courses. The subjects of the courses include leadership,
power and positive influence, politics and policies, human rights, and
supporting children and families. In addition, she is attending a seminar on
gender and negotiation sponsored by the Women and Public Policy Program
at HKS, a University-wide program to obtain a Child Protection Certificate,
and has joined the University’s Gender Equity Education Advisory
Committee.

Please watch the interview above with Laila to learn more about this
remarkable (and busy) woman. Our classmate Benazir Bhutto said
“Leadership is a commitment to an idea, to a dream and to a vision of what
can be.” We look forward to hearing more about Laila’s ideas, dreams and
vision for a better world as she continues to immerse herself in her fellowship
experiences.

2021-2022 BBLP Fellow, Zeina Majdalani is back home and has had a chance
to reflect on her experience at HKS. Please take a look at this short video (also
created by Rick Brotman '73) to hear what she studied and how she will
apply the “knowledge, tools, and research” to her current economic work in
Lebanon.

NEWS FROM A HARVARD SIG:

HARVARD ALUMNI FOR CLIMATE AND THE ENVIRONMENT
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Registration is now open for the fall 2022 HARVARD CLIMATE
ACTION TRAINING starting October 21st.

The free self-paced program is designed for Harvard alumni and members of
the Harvard community who are deeply concerned about the climate crisis
and want to take solution-based action within organizations where they have
influence (e.g., workplaces, places of worship, school boards, or building co-
ops). In it you will: learn about proven climate solutions; develop
organizational change skills to tailor a personal climate action plan for your
business or organization; fulfill program requirements to receive a certificate
of completion. Hundreds from the Harvard community have already taken
the Harvard Climate Action Training. Over 80% of those completing an exit
survey said they were likely or very likely to recommend this program as one
that gives “the motivation, knowledge and skills to begin to drive climate
action in your organization.” For more information and to pre-register, please
go to the HACE training website at this link.

Interested in helping ClassACT? 

ClassACT is built on classmate participation and we are interested in having
every classmate as a member of our ClassACT community. If you are

interested in learning more about ClassACT and how you can be involved,
please visit our website or send us an email.

While encouraging the sharing of time and willingness to work together,
ClassACT also welcomes financial support.  To support our work in this way

you can donate below.
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Donate Here

Please add ClassACTHR73@gmail.com to your contacts so future messages don't
end up in spam or some other odd spot in your inbox.

Class Achieving Change Together (Class ACT), Inc.
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